radiographic images, easily facilitate the explanation of complex aortic anatomy and surgical techniques. The colour diagrams are a valuable adjunct to the text, enabling the reader to understand visually what is often hard to conceptualize and subsequently teach.
Despite its many unique and valuable qualities, the text is not without some limitations. The static echocardiographic images presented, although adequate, could benefit from some digital content, either online or in DVD format. This might allow readers to appreciate the dynamic aspects of imaging by including more detailed echo loops with enhanced resolution.
As is common with multi-author texts, the writing style varies considerably amongst chapters. This in itself is not a limitation, but the repetition of some material is somewhat troublesome, if not inconsistent. For example, several topics (e.g., spinal cord monitoring) are reviewed by multiple authors in scattered chapters throughout the text. Unfortunately, the depth and detail are sufficiently different that they may serve to confuse the novice reader rather than enhance their knowledge. This issue likely could have been solved with additional editorial input. Although there are many strong chapters uniquely covering all aspects of this complex topic, a notable weakness is the chapter on the postoperative care of the patient. The point-form nature of its narrative is at odds with the style in the remainder of the book and is a somewhat superficial dissertation on this important aspect of the care of the aortic surgery patient. Perhaps a future second edition might be targeted to address this relative weakness.
A final limitation is highlighted in the end of text indexing. Specifically, it appears that the indexing of material is inaccurate beyond chapter 8, which makes it difficult, if not impossible, to use the index as a guide to finding required material within the body of the textbook.
On balance, the innumerable strengths of this unique textbook far outweigh its above-noted shortcomings. The depth and breadth of knowledge covered in this text make it a valuable asset as a reference source for all clinicians involved in aortic surgery, from the trainee to the experienced practitioner. In view of the textbook's organized and comprehensive approach regarding the patient undergoing aortic surgery, it would also easily lend itself as a reference for surgeons, intensivists, nurses, and every member of the perioperative aortic surgery care team. It deservedly should find a home on a wide array of professional and personal library shelves as a result.
